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ABSTRACT 



The role of Polish rural women in the family and in 



the community is what the African peoples and governments are doing 
about them. It is stated categorically that a problem does exist. 
Indicators often used to deny this industralization of agricultural 
regions, the activity of public organizations, and the development of 
cultural- educational institutions. Also discussed are factors 
influencing positive changes in a rural woman's life. These factors 
include new patterns of matrimony; a new attitude towards 
procreation;, growth of their authority, especially if the husband 
undertakes employment outside of agriculture; gradual elimination of 
the self-sufficient household economy; an increasing process of 
mechnaization; and access' to rural women of schooling and extramural 
education. (NQ) 
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THB BOS 01 HURAX WOMBH XH THE TAMILT 



The desire to Improve the situation of women oooupiea the 
oentre of attention today in Poland as everywhere in the world* 
The statement that working .women, particularly those with lar- 
ge families* are overworked has become a truism* But it is not 
generally known that the life of rural women is much more dif- 
ficult * The changes in the Polish family and in the woman's 
social functions in the last 25 years have been the subject of 
ceaseless scientific research* The Institute of the Develop- 
ment of the Tillage and of Agriculture at the Polish Academy 
of Sclenoes has made & ooniiasrable contribution in this field* 
The research conducted there is the basis for the generalizat- 
ions of the present paper* Ths findings of that research indi- 
oats a great gap in living oonditiona between urban and rural 
women, due to the differentiation of their respective economic 
and social oonditiona and to ths differing family patterns. 

It may be asked whether the rural family today is subject 
to the same processes of change as the urban family* The ans- 
wer would be complicated, for rural women are under the influ- 
ence of traditional patterns of life and work on the farm, 
which springs from an attitude shaped over many centuries that 
land is ths absolute value* But they are at the same tine sub- 
ject to ths influence of factors steaming from the city which 
revolutionise ths life of ths rural family. In the clash of 
oul tores and ay stems of values the rural woman is daily con- 
fronted with the difficult problem of ohoioe between the good 
of the farm and her own welfare. This is why the woman's quota- 
tion in general and the question of the woman on the form are 
two different natters. While in relation to the urban woman 
the question is one of emancipation in the sphere of vocatio- 
nal and intellectual equal rights, in resneet to the rural wo- 
man it is still a matter of breaking down the traditional bir* 
rlers of prejudices and standards, of the aspiration to one 
day free herself from ths archaic system of relationships. 

The pre-war peasant generation considered the lend and 
farm as the hirfiest value. This attitude, flowing from the 
eoonomie structure of the Polish village, designated the role 
of women, absolutely subordinated them to the * regime of the 
farm* and turned them Into an element of production. Woman's 
social Isolation, deepened by the endogamio tendencies of pea- 
sants' marriage, limited to the minimum woman's sphere of ao- 
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tirlty and Introduced an outright dirl3ion into male and fema- 
le spheres of culture f interests and activity. 

The modern woman continues to be subject also to the in- 
fluence of historical conditioning, despite the great changes 
we deal with later. Prior to 1939 Poland was among the 1 most 
densely populated agricultural countries. Thus in 1931 there 
were 75 persons per ha of disposable land for whom agriculture 
constituted the only source of maintenance and 105 persons per 
100 ha of arable. Agrarian overpopulation, the accompanying 
fragmentation of farms. the low levels of technical equipment 
and of productivity- all this found reflection in the great 
differentiation of living standards of the various groups of 
the' rural population. 

Demographic pressure which created a marginal, redundant 
population unable to find employment in non- agricultural bran- 
ches of production, effected &' permanent hunger for land es 
the only means of existence and in the emergence of ever ehax* 
per struggles for its possession. 

The violent evolution impelled by the war. the change e in 
the social structure and technical transformation that follow- 
ed could not but introduce new elements in the life of rural 
women. With the economic and social ohanges commenced the pro- 
cess of the cultural t rant fo nation of the rural community, 
which effeoted basio changes in the position of the rural wo- 
man. Bv.t the Integration of cultures and customs does not pro- 
ceed rapidly and without conflict. The different tempo of cha- 
nge in the rural as oompared to urban areas is conditioned by 
their different starts. And the direction of change in the 
former is limited by the fact that the peasants' petty commod- 
ity production mast after all remain in contradiction with the 
conception of modern life. The development of social aware- 
ness, changes of attitudes and customs in the wholo complex 

psycho-social structure of the rural oosmronity-its women inc- 
luded- trail behind the penetration into the village of the 
mass media and consume re durable goods. 

A statistical evaluation of the advances of rural women, 
without interpretation, without indicating the difficulties, 
complications and paradoxes accompanying the advance, would 
hence be misleading and without purpose. Vor though much has 
changed in the life of the rural woman, the prevailing pattern 
of her social role and position still differs greatly from the 
model suggested by constitutional provisions. 

Three factors exert a particularly strong influenot on 
the situation of Poland's rural women: the Industrialisation 
of agricultural regions, the aotlvlty of public organisations 
and the development of cultural-educational institutions. 

The Industrialisation process is ao company el by & tenden- 
cy to the femlnlsation of the farming vocation. Vhereas in 
1931 the percentage of the population maintaining itself sole- 
ly by agriculture amounted to 60£. it dropped to 47.1# in 

1950, to 38. l£ in i960, only 33.51* in i960 and stands at about 
30* today. The changes la. the population '0 vocational structu- 
re, resulting from Industrialisation, affect women to a much 
lesser degree. If occupation in agriculture in 1950 is taken 
as 100, then it stood in reference to women at 102 in i960 and 
at 91 for men. The outflow of labour power to industry hence 
pertains chiefly to sen. Women tend to remain on the farm thus 
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ef footing the femliii zation of the farming vooation. This situ- 
ation has undoubtedly exerted an essential lnfluenoe on the 
changes in the position and rols of women In the peasant f am i- 
ly • 

Public organisations play no small role in aotivising the 
rural inhabitants, in revolut ionising thsir outlook and in 
providing them ooncrete aid in their' work. The principal wo- 
men's organisation in the rural areas is the Ciroles of Rural 
Housewives whioh work in collaboration with the Agricultural 
Ciroles, Their number has" been growing year by year* from 

27,773 in 1966 to 30,508 in 1967, 32,154 in 1968 and * over 
33,000 in 1971* This neoessarily means an increase in the num- 
ber of members, which oounted 890,000 in 1970, The Circles of 
Rural Housewives funotion in 80 #6# of Poland's hamlets. 

These Ciroles eondu'ot varied activities, in 1970 they 
conduoted 3073 kindergartens, 1040 playrooms. 4800 eduoational 
courses in hygiene, 11.673 courses in doaestio economy includ- 
ing 7642 on family diet In whioh 253,787 people participated. 
Besides, the Ciroles of Rural Housewives secured ths partici- 
pation of as many as 135,726 farms In a oontest they organized 
on oleanllness in ths hoss and garden. 

It may be emphasized, without citing mors figures, that 
the sotlwity of publlo organizations is a powerful foroe In- 
fluencing the tempo of ohange in the lives of rural women. In 
the sphere of pr&otloal pursuits publlo organisations facili- 
tate the adaptation of rural women to the basic okanges in the 
struoture of everyday life effected by industrialization and 
the cultural-educational revolution. What is the nature of 
these changes and how does the situation of rural women pre- 
sent itself? J 7 

Positive ohanges are observable in many spheres of wo- 
man's life. They pertain to new patterns of matrimony, a new 
attitude to prooreation, growth of thsir authority, gradual 
elimination of self-sufficient household economy , a progress- 
ing process of mechanization, aooess to rural women of sohool- 
Ing and extramural education. 

4 The new situation becomes evident from the time women get 
married.' In the traditional system of rural relations marriage 
was often for the woman an unjust and humiliating transaction, 
for the highest value here too was the land. Marriage was as a 
rule oonsumated among peasants after consideration of family, 
economic and environmental interests. It was very often a tra- 
ding agreement in whioh praotioal considerations were upper- 
most. 

There is an improvement in the legal and sooi&l situation 
of rural women entering matrimony. This is more evident in in- 
dustrialized than in agricultural regions. Because of the 
growth of gainful employment outside agriculture, the process 
of emancipation from the regime of the individual farm and 
from the d lot at ion of relatives and neighbours prooeeds more 
rapidly in ths former. One exprssslon ox thess changes is the 
coupls's propsrtjr consideration which is not based on ths si- 
miliar size of the fane of ths contracting families nor on 
the oonvenlent location of the lands. Lack of land has osased 
to be a criterion of negative selection of matrimonial part- 
ners. 

Pamily oompulaion in relation to marriage has cosjiderub- 

4 



0 CJ 




ly weakened* The weakened authority of the parents- formerly 
latent In their undivided rule over the land- is expressed in 
the lower a gfc of marriage and declining difference in the age 
of married couples. Interference by the community has weakened 
to an even greater extent# In investigation of the selection 
of mates by territory and religion shows the rapid disappear- 
ance of many forme of endogamy* 

Motherhood was another element which determined women's 
former negative situation# Bringing many children into - the 
world burdened them with duties ana responsibilities, chained 
them to chores which limited their mental horizons and warped 
the development of theix personality* The idea of birth cont- 
rol has now penetrated the village causing a decline in the 
birth rate* In fact, the index of decline is greater than in 
the cities, but there is still ft clear differenenoe between 
fertility in the city and in the country, where that coeffic- 
ient is much higher# 

In the first post-war decade the necessity of recouping 
the biological losses caused the demograohio process in Poland 
to develop© not only spontaneously but also under the stimulus 
of state policy which provided economic incentives for raising 
the birth rate in city and country. But there was a great dis- 
proportion even then between the fertility of urban and rural 
women* This was associated primarily with the culture of sex 
life, with different views bn the functions of 'the family, the 
level of medical care and with the pressure of factors related 
to worldview* When the cult of mothers rewarded for bearing 
many children oame to an end, the coefficient of ohildbirth 
underwent a furher differentiation as between rural and urban 
families. The phase of birth control commenced later in the 
country, while the evening of the level and the shaping of a 
uniform model for all 'communities is a matter of the future. 

The drop in the number of children per peasant family is 
not equal for all communities* That tendency is undoubtedly 
stronger in urbanized regions* The average for industrialized 
regions is three children per family. But deviation from the 
average is so large that it is not possible to treat a county 
as an uniform community in this resnect nor to seek an expla- 
nation of this oscillation in social categories* 

A clash of -attitudes and contrary tendencies appears at 
the point of intersection of two economic and civilization 
systems. An element of conscious decision i» beginning to sha- 
pe-up from the conflict between the old and new standards# 
This is why the tendency is asserting itself, among others, of 
a drop in the birth rate in measure with the decline in the 
age group of the mothers, ?or the younger age groups have, to 
a greater extent been embraced by the birth control movement. 
The smaller number of children borne by young women also re- 
sults from the better knowledge of sexual matters and the ac- 
ceptance of the urban pattern of co-living. 

These tendencies may be said to apply on a national sca- 
le. Differences in the fertility index is already small bet- 
ween young women of town and country. But they very clearly 
rise with mothers past the a?e of 30* In that group the pro- 

portion of urban women who still give birth to children is 
small, but it is different in the rural areas. The spread bet- 
ween the indices for city and country rises in measure with 



the successive birth of each ofctild by wwkl vsver 30: in the 
case of the third ehl Id -almost double and in. the case of th*» 
eighth-by 4 times. 

The factor differentiating views on tl»a desirable number 
of children is no longer economic condition* and particularly 
not the size of the family farm. It la rather the now moral 
and civilizations pattern, the way of life, social security- 
in a word, the elements of. life contained in the conception 
industrialization and . urbanization* A lower birth rate was al- 
ready observable in the preceding generation in suburban vil- 
lages. This tendency is weaker in the present generation, when 
the oatalyst of change is not only the proximity of the city 
with its entire complex of traits of the contemporary family 
model. It is also*or perhaps primarily, direct contact /by me- 
ans of gainful employment and eduoation/ with * . institutions 
which do not faoe the task of propagandizing the ideal of the 
small family, but ie expressed in concrete aid in its reali- 
zation. 

A third element of change in the social position of rural 
women is the rise in their authority. Two closely interrelated 
factors have exerted a decisive influenoe on' changes in the 
family structure and the division of roles. The first flows 
direotly from the prooesses of industrialisation# The constant 
migration to the cities, at first embracing the surplus of 
manpower and then also the indispensable hands on the farms . 
contracts the family working group. The location of industrial 
plants in agricultural regions intensifies the process of spa- 



a dual community affiliation, 

meat in town with residence in the "country and operation ^of” a 
farm* A second important indicator of change in the situation 
of women is the change in the cultivation structure, to the 
vegetable and animal 'raising type# The change in the main di- 
rection of product ion develops most sharply in industrialized 
and urbanized regions, more suited to the marketing of high 
quality agricultural produce# 

Both those phenomena have their ijivon social effects# 
There is a definite rise in the authority of women in the fa- 
mily. This does not* result a sudden change of the men's atti- 
tude t© the role of the wife as an equal partner but is the 
consequence of a determining economic situation. The husband's 
undertaking gainful employment outside a§ri culture creates a 
new economic necessity. Tha woman fakes over the actual direc- 
tion of the farm. If the rural woman's social position is mea- 
sured on the scale of prestige in the family and coa*anity, 
then it must be said that this prestige is positively correla- 
ted with the farmer's undertaking work outside agriculture# 
The, shift of on© or both of the partners in matrimony to ano- 
ther vocational group change a the role of the woman in the fa- 
mily, raises her authority. Her sphere of competence and her 
range of decision making undergo a change. The fact that she 
contracts trade agreements-, borrows machines from the Agricul- 
tural Circle, acquires investment credit, for breeding «r 
equipping the home with modern facilities Is a gauage of her 
authority. She reaches out beyond the family group. Foraaxlor 
subordinated to the father or husbfnd, deprived of the riifhit 
to herself determine her fate, sl^now begins, as an equal mt 
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the head of the family, not only to decide on Internal family 
affaire and to participate in official deliberations but also 
to step outside in the name of the •head - and the entire fami- 
ly. 

The differences in the position of the wives of farmers 
and of the wire® of part-time farmers are .an evident express 
slon of the ohanges ooouring under the Influence of the fac- 
tors transforming the social and occupational structures of 
rural families. Two further elements seem essential to an eva- 
luation of that phenomenon: the age of the husband sngagW out- 
side agriculture and his plaoe of employment* Observation sug- 
gests two conclusions in this respect, first 9 ths ohanges in 
the role of the woman in the family develop sore rapidly when 
the husband traveling to work belongs to a younger age group. 
The younger generation is marked by a greater elasticity * of 
views and attitudes and by a greater inclination to ohanges 
whioh yield the village not only a greater each income but 
whioh also bring new urban patterns in the sphere of interper- 
sonal relations. Secondly 9 changes in the woman's family role 
occur to a greater degree in the case of couples where the 
husband travels to work outside his permanent plaoe of resi- 
dence. Whereas those who work in production plants or institu- 
tions located within the village treat their wives oonsiderab- 
ly worse in respect to participation in management and decis- 
ion making. Is oase ths place of. work is located at a greets r 
distance from the hoot, not only the time spent in traveling 
plays a role but also the oontaots in ths new environment. 
This . influences a mob greater loosening of ties to the farm 
than in the oaas of employment within ths village. The woman 
then becomes ths actual manager of the farm and that changes 
her family statue 9 making her an equal partner. 

In the sense of ths division of oospetencs, the model of 
the peasant family approaches the urban model. The main deter- 
minant of change "in the urban family is ths wife's gainful oc- 
cupation. Vhersae ths chief determinant of change in the rural 
family is the husband's employment outside agriculture. Both 
determinants effects ths shaping of similar structural charac- 
teristics in ths families of working women in town and in the 
families of part-time farmers in the rural areas. There is a 
clear differentiation. In the division of labour between the 
three family o ate goriest of farmers, part-time farmers and 
those maintaining themselves exclusively by work outside agri- 
culture. farmers families still preeent many elements of pat- 
riarchal systems In which ths deciding voice was always with 
ths father or husband. Ths woman plays here a subordinate ro- 
le* Whereas the two other types of families gravitate ever mo- 
re toward democratic relations. 1 

fbs division into spheres of male and female decision-ma- 
king is delineated on this stage of family life. To the men 
still most often belong matters of trade and production, to 
the women questions of componionate life and upbringing, The 
use of family funds is shaping up on new principles. Two fl- 

‘nanoial models of ths rural family are observable: when agri- 
culture is the only means of maintenance there is most often a 
common treasure $ When there are other, or only other 9 sources 
of maintenance, the family funds are handled by the woman - 

which also attests to the extension of her sphere of cospeten- 
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oe. 

A fourth factor conditioning positive change in the Jife 
of the rural woman is the tendency to lirait the self-suffic- 
iency of the peasint family. The household is to a considerab- 
le degree emancipating itself today from the status’ of an ag- 
ricultural workshop. The family, as a vital jroup in rural 
society alaa constitutes, as ie known, an economic team to a 
much greater degree than does the oity family. The role of wo- 
man In this team is not limited to participation in vegetable 
and animal production according to the traditional division o? 
labour. In the pre -indust rial period women were responsible 
also for a broad range of non- agricultural production# The 
folk saying* *fhe peasant supports only one corner of the 
house and the woman the other three* characterizes the impor- 
tance of the woman's work for the peasant family. 

The development of Industry took over part of traditional 
family production# It replaced the woman, in a certain sense, 
provided better and cheaper clothing, bed linen, food artic- 
les. A characteristic feature of industrial society is the 
factory production of consumer*' goods of everyday use on the 
basis of a specialised division or labour outside the family# 
The earns applies to a number of household services. The trans- 
ition from a natural to a commodity economy which is charac- 
terized by the growth of employment outside agriculture and 
expansion of consumption goods production effected a basic 
transformation of the structure of the family group. The fami- 
ly lost many of its previous functions. It ceased to be a 
multi-branch workshop producing for itself the greatest part 
of articles of everyday use# It also ceased to be the only up- 
bringing-educational oentre# Its function of providing insu- 
rance to the aged and crippled weakened. Companionate life and 
entertainment moved outside the home and even beyond the circ- 
le, of relations and neighbours* The growth of industry, which 
separated the spheres ox domestic ana vocational occupations 
in relation to the urban family, -now effects also a change of 
relations between the farm and the household for peasant fa- 
milies. Because of women's gainful employment there is a shift 
in proportion between women s domestic and outside contacts in 
the urban f ami ly* Today the home absorbs to a lesser degree 
the time and interests of the mother co -maintainor of the fa- 
mily. The same phenomenon is gradually aAifesting itself in 
the Tillage, except that it is more oomplex here. 

The natural peasant family economy was the basis for the 
labour relations in the village. Almost all their needs in the 
realm of clothing, household implements and other consumption 
goods were satisfied by their own labour which occupied every- 
one- from the children to the . aged. Traditional farming met- 

hods were practiced in all of Poland during the inter-vrar per- 
iod sad even after. The traditional forms of raising agricul- 
tural crops and of animal husbandry commenced* to be eliminated 
from the farm wife's time budget only in the last decade* This 
tendency first developed in suburban areas where the possibi- 
lity of providing the family with foodstuffs frees the woman 
from waking butter, sausages and b aking bread* But as e« shall 
see later, the elimination of self- sufficiency by zo means 
signifies the disappearance of all forms of home manufacture. 

The last manifestation of positive changes in the situat- 



ion of the rural woman is her access to education* Ibis is ac- 
tually & separate question of great importance we only touch 
here in passing* There is considerable micro and macro rese- 
arch being conducted on the level of education of the youth. 
But there has been no comparative research on the educational 
level of different age groups of rural women. Some light on 
this question is thrown by the Diaries of I-tural 'rfomen, 1200 of 
which were submitted at a contest organized by The Institute 
of Development of the Village and Agriculture • These show that 
ever more farm women hive been acquiring a vocational and se- 
condary education, k comparison of two generations shows a 
;;reat difference between them in this respect. Of 150 women 
who submitted diaries, and were over 60 years of age, 11 did 
not attend any school. The rest, except for two school tea- 
chers. could at most boast of having completed elementary 
school. But the vast majority dropped out after the fourth, 
third or even second form due to poverty. Whereas women of the 
younger and middle generations had a different start. Of the 
total of 933 who provided this information 155 , or 16.2^, con- 
tinued post -elementary sohools studies. 

But the rise in woman* 3 authority and prestige and access 
to education do not signify an improvement in her situation in 
all spheres of life, for they do not mean a decline in her 
productive responsibilities. On the contrary. There is % pa- 
rallel increase of her burdenes, For the farm wife now works 
in many cases in the field and garden not only for herself but 
for her husband and children as well. I-'ost generally, the ad- 
ditional labour burden of the modem rural woman is the re- 
sult, as indicated above, bf her husband's gainful ewpleyment 
off the farm, changes in the attitude to ohildren and growth 
of the family's needs. On the back of the part-time f*n*er's 
’.rife fells the burden of the farm work, of marketing a rri cul- 
tural end animal products, household duties and care of the 
children. The wonan ceases to be a helping hand in the family 
and is becoming its head and manager of production, but she is 
more than ever burdened with labour in different specialities. 
Here there has not been, like in the city, a division in time 
and space between domestic and vocational, professional tasks. 

*Jhen the peasant family begins to base its existence on 
two equally important means of maintenance, • the description 
"gainfully employed* does not reflect woman's actual status. 
There is no question ’•'.ere of a dual vocation, as is the case 
with the husband. It would be more correct to compare her oc- 
cupations with those of a working woman engaged on many Jobs, 
with the important difference that the 8 hour working day is 
not observed here* Gainful employment outside agriculture 

plays a deciding role in the range of woman's occupations. 
7/hen the husband works off the farm the sum of the ta9ks per- 
formed by the woman on the faro is greater than those of the 
other family members. Sven when the traditional division of 
labour breaks dov/n, its adjustment to concrete needs and con- 
ditions of aa agricultural enterprise does not mean a decline 
in the range of woman"* responsibilities. True, she often ta- 
kes the place of the husband in carrying out various activit- 
ies, but* she does more of them than under the previous system 
of relations. 

The household chores also increased. As we saw, when the 



husband goes to work off the farm the woman nu 3 t at least par- 
tly tom over his work there. Theoretically, she shpuld do so 
at the expense of the household as is the case with married 
woman in urban families who go to work. But there ie no cor- 
respondence here between theory and reality. The division of 
labour in the household between the partners in matrimony is 
more traditional in charaoter than in relation to farm work. 
Old ways of thinking are strong here: the woman is. relegated 
to the kitchen and procreation. Those women sire in the worst 
situation whose husbands are engaged in non- agricultural oocu- ' 
pations at home. Such husbands help very little with the farm 
work and share in the household chores in the , least degree. 

The relation, of the *ien to housework requiring greater 
physical effort is- not uniform# As a rule men In all family 
categories participate in such chores as carrying wtter. But 
this attitude is only universal in landless families or those 
maintaining themselves exclusively by farming. Whereas the 
husband's help. in the heavy chores is much more rare among 

part-time farmers# 

The question of the division of labour in the family is 
reflected in the diaries and daybooks of farm wivo 3 . On the 
whole women complain of too many tasks. A young woman going to' 
live with her husband after marriage on his parents' 18 ha 
farm toils from dusk to late at night, rising at 3 in the mor- 
ning, soon stops comforting herself with the fligh^ e^miivis. 
While writing vrith pride in her diary that they made 50,000 
zlotys on rapeseed alone, she at the same time declares withfc 
bitterness: SThat good is the property to me if v/e can't enjoy 
it... We can only think of love on Sunday... And I thought 
that marriage/ is only honey, only love". /Diary number 158/. 
There are further complaints of stingy husbands who keep the 
money under lock and key, don't want even to deposit it in a 
savings bank, saves it for the children. "But how does he know 
if there will be children? Por he has no time for that". 

If the entire time budget of the rural woman be divided 
into six parts, namely: field work, work in the garden, house 
chores, trade contacts, contact w_th institutions, free tine 
occupations, then it turns out t! at household and family obli- 
gations, i.e., housework is the most important. While burdened 
with farwork, which reaches its highest Intensity during har- 
vesting, sowing or haymaking and ’Higging absorbs all members 
of the family, the farm woman spends most of her tine, on a 
yearly scale, on the household. This attests to the rank of 
this sphere of activity and to the approach t oward the family 
model of many Western European countries, where the proportion 
of work input in the household is rising in the general tiwe 
budget. This seems to contradict what was said earlier regard- 
ing" the elimination from the time budget of certain oocuplt- 
ions associated Tiith manufactured articles and a self-suffic- 
ient economy. But it turns out that the elimination of the 
above does not reduce the sphere of household tasks* 

It is difficult to enumerate at one breathe all ; these 
highly varied tasks, of which there are in general more than 
100. The activities of provisioning and keeping the house In 
order, so familiar to town women, apply here too. But besides 
that ohores appear which are characteristic for the rurei com- 
munity. Por despite all economio and social changes the iden- 
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tificatlon of production and household Interests continues he* 
re\ We thus find In the lists tasks connected with processing 
agricultural and animal products Both for home use and for the 
market* However, as indicated, self -sufficient Economy is * on 
the whole becoming an anachronism on a national scale owing to 
the growth of industry which produces~better and cheaper. The 
fars wife ever more rarely bakes bread, chum butter, prepa* 
res sausages, spins wool, weaves linen* But this does pot meal 
that processing disappears from the time budget. At times it 
requires an even greater work expenditure because of the ris* 
ing demand of the family in the sphere of provisioning an4 
running the household, women who don't bake bread or cake makt 
preserves and Jams* The contemporary peasant family is not sa* 
tisfied with soup copked cnoe a day but demand & varied diet 
rich with time consuming salads and greens* The same pertain! 
to questions 6f hygiene* Laundering ie easier due to the wash* 
ing machine but It is done more often and more painstaklnglyi 
for such is the desire of the new peasant family* 

Mechanisation in the village pertains primarily to' fiel4 
work* But gradual progress in this respect is visible also li 
the sphere of women's work. This docsn t change the fact though 
that the rural housewife works very hard* The seasonal nature 
of her tasks and tbs rhythm of labour in the garden exolud# 
the possibility of adapting them to her w£ll. Iron economi# 
la’f necessitates oonstant alertness, moltlplylng oneself, do* 
ing two things at the same time, leaving a Job only in ordef 
to return to it* 

The extent of xhe woman's work in the household and gar* 
den or plot allotment also shapes a new attitude to the child 
In the peasant family* This is associated with the. modern con- 
ception of life and work in the village* Xt gradually comes to 
a division between working time and leisure time* With the ap- 
pearance of the latter conception the efforts of the family 
are concentrated on obtaining production results but also on 
reducing the production processes by better organization of 
the farm work. This new attitude to life and to farming cannot 
bui influence the situation, of the children, who benefit to 
parhaps a greater degree than the other members of the family 
from the new seal# of values* The peasant family furthermore 
appreciates the meaning of education* This ie why ever greater 
importance is attributed to the children getting an education 
and acquiring vocational skills, which is unavoidably connec- 
ted with reduction of their work on the fara. 

There is still another determinant of the child's posit- 
ion and conditions* In the traditional family model the child 
constituted the cheapest labour power, an Indispensable ele- 
ment of production, and its value was the gaunge of economic 
suitability* This conception has nbw undergone a thorough re- 
volution* Although the individual fara, subject to iron econo- 
mic law, continues to use child labour, the share of that la- 
bour in the production process is no longer a chief conside- 
ration while Its sphere and range do not determine the place 
of the child in the family working team* There is a change in 
the attitude of parents to thSir offspring who are raised not 
only to successively look after the chickens, geese, cows and 
horses, but are to the parents an end in themselves and requ- 
ire warmth, concern and care. 

u 
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The popularisation of medical taMltdct end expansion of 
aedieal ears should bs regarded as basic factors laflusnmlng 
birth control* Baligbtenmsiit activities* schools of hsslthf 
courses* lsoturss and talks could help v'Mues the sis# of the 
peasant family and the birth rats. SarvieM for the village is 
another provision in the lap rov e aent prsfrim, • primarily 
those ohich lighten voaen's cork: laundries* bakeries* butcher 
shops and slaughter yards, clothes repair* hose renovation* 
linen* undersoar* tailor and stocking repair shops* etc. Che 
number of these services oon ti n u es to be below the rising do- 

nxfr.A # 

Nor does tbs provision with rural retail outlets always 
correspond to modern deaand. Bural coasn lose too such ties in 
shopping trips to toon to buy articles of prise need which 
should be available in village retail stores. 

labour saving facilities* such as: electricity* running 

water* central heating* bathroeaa* etc. serve to raise the ru- 
ral level of civilisation. In this respect there is a sharp 
contrast between town and country* 

The nuaber* the state* equipment and personnel of the 
culture centres ere not nleeyc adequate in v the rural areas. 
They and the nose media will not contribute to arousing inte- 
rest in and creating cultural habits if act supported by wide- 
ly organised undertakings in the forw of reduced price tiekets 
for artistic presentations'* adjustment of autobus schedules 
and transportation of villagers to tbs theatre* art axhibi - 
tions, concerts* etc. 

Unfortunately rural woke n do not enjoy equal righto as 
yet. JTheir development la still hswpered by the bonds of habit 
and belief* work relations and conditions of life* satsgonisa 
between their aspirations and tbs fern of their realisation. 
This is why tbs studies conducted by tbs Institute at the De- 
velopment of the Village nod of Agriculture at the Polish Aca- 
demy of Sciences are of such practical importance. Aware of 
the imperfection and gaps in this rweearoh* we regard it as 
an introduction to more fundamental studios am the position of 
rural woman and how to make their lives fuller sad richer. 

*c arc ct the same tins avers of thm vary Important chan- 
ges in the position of rural women in thm ooar«ity* despite 
the. limitations and imperfections socnmstsd tl'd family life* 
They have cammed to bo ove r wh e l m ed by house work and passive* 
participate more la the life of tbs villMS mad have Im many 
eases become the heeds of tbs family mat directors of the farm. 
Their degree of ini ti stive end involvement in eemmumity under 
takings and participation la the activity of political, social 
and cultural organisations arc an iprsaalac of their level of 
awareness and of their role in the local hierarchy of nntlwr- 
ity. 

The feet that rural woman have beam reaching cut beyond 
the bounds of tbs farm sad tbs family is also s of tbs 

attitude of the family group towards thmm.An aver wider, parti- 
cipation of soman in local government and public office is ob- 
servable. The formerly traditional rural ooanaalty mooepts the 
fact that woamn are mot. only teachers and nurses but else phy- 
sicians . veterinarians* sooteehaielaas* hamlet agronomists a^ 
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that they even occupy positions aa chairmen of local Peoples 
Councils* The village acknowledges this when it electa women 
to government poets* 

The woman s social position has changed not only in the 
family* but also in the community* A woman participant in the 
competition for diaries by rural women (organised by the Insti- 
tute of the Development or the Village and Agriculture under 
the polish Academy of Sciences) excellently characterises this 
new status when she wrote: "Ho one says today about me: beggar* 
day labourer* scullion: todsv I am a eitisen of tbs Polish Re- 
public” • ' 
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